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unter Marine does not
H boast about building

boats the old-fashioned
way and the company’s
brochures don't include pictures
of grizzled old salts taking sex-
tant sights. Indeed, few produc-
tion builders have pursued
design innovations as devotedly
and as successfully as Hunter. Its
boats are unabashedly modern.
Purists may scoff but the sailing
industry has certainly benefited
from Hunter’s ongoing develop-
ment of affordable boats that
blend comfort, ease of handling
and good performance. Hunter
seems determined to make sail-
ing less complicated and more
fun. Imagine that.

Not surprisingly, the new
Glenn Henderson-designed
Hunter 33 combines a host of
fresh ideas, both above and
below the waterline. The shoal-
draft hull shape and fractional rig
are efficient through awide range
of wind and sea conditions and
the optional all-furling sailplan
can be controlled from the cock-

.

Hunter 33

Modern styling and smart design team up in this affordable cruiser

pit. It's nimble in tight quarters
and whether you're ghosting up a
channel under main alone or
backing into a slip under power,
this is often an under-appreciated
design feature. From the trade-
mark arch and the B&R rig, to
the integrated swimming plat-
form and rakish dark portlights,
the Hunter 33 includes the inno-
vations and sleek styling that
we've come to expect from one
of America’s largest builders.

What is surprising about the
Hunter 33 is the level of fit and
finish. The overall quality is
impressive, especially for a boat
that can be purchased for less
than $100,000. From small but
important standard features like
all bronze through-hull fittings
below the waterline, to construc-
tion techniques and materials
that include lead keels and
sophisticated hull layups, to ele-
gant interior joinerwork, the 33
adds up to a solid value.

| recently joined Hunter
Marine's Director of Sales Chip
Shea at the Miami Beach

The U-shaped dinette converts to a double berth in the saloon that is flooded with light

thanks to skylights aft of the mast.
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Marina. He welcomed me aboard
a 33 that just the day before had
been on display at the boat show;
in fact, the banners were still
flapping. | took a moment to
view the boat from the dock. I
like the look of Henderson's
design. The cabintrunk merges
gracefully into the foredeck cre-
ating alower, cleaner profile than
previous  Hunter cruisers.
Although the 33 carries its beam
well aft, visually the boat is
well proportioned.

We dropped the banners, cast
off the mooring lines and got
under way. The boat cut through
the water smartly under power,
answering my doubts that the 18-
horsepower Yanmar was a little
on the small side for a boat that
displaces 11,000 pounds.
Throttling back, we came onto
the wind and set sail. An in-mast
furling main is an option, asis a
furling boom. The standard main
includes single line slab reefing.
The furling 110-percent headsail
is standard. We used the inboard
genoa tracks mounted on the cab-
intop for tight sheeting angles,
hardened the sheets and beat out
of Government Cut.

The details

The boat felt solid in the
water, and as we pushed through
a choppy inlet Shea noted some
interesting construction details.
The hull is solid laminate below
the waterline and balsa-cored
above. Hunter uses a modified
form of vinylester resin to pre-
vent blistering. The forward sec-
tions of the hull, the area most
prone to impact, are strengthened
with Kevlar. An antimonious lead
keel is externally fastened with
stainless steel bolts. An extensive
bilge grid system breaks up the
panel size into small areas, stiff-
ening the hull and supporting the
keel loads. The interior compo-
nents are built in modular fashion

Hunter 33

LOA 33'6”; LWL 29'5”; Beam 116”;
Draft 4'6” (shoal), 5'6” (deep);
Ballast 3,579 Ibs. (shoal), 3,459 Ibs. (deep);
Displacement 10,400 Ibs.;

Sail Area 625 sq. ft. (standard),

542 sq. ft. (furling)

Base boat price $82,990

Hunter Marine Corporation
Rte. 441, P.O. Box 1030
Alachua, FL 32615
(386) 462-3077, (800) 771-5556
www.huntermarine.com

and then glassed to the hull.
Unlike most builders, Hunter
employs an external flange for
the hull-and-deck joint. Bonded
both with 3M 5200 sealant and
through-bolted, this arrangement
is strong. However, the joint is
vulnerable to impact from docks
and pilings. A full vinyl rubrail
with stainless insert hel ps protect
the joint.

On deck

Clear of the channel we tacked
north and fell off onto a close
reach. We swapped the headsail
|eads to the tracks on the deck,
opening up the slot and the boat
powered up. The true wind hov-
ered around 12 knots and our
speed inched toward 7 knots as
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The Hunter 33 accelerated quickly, making
its way to 7 knots in 12 knots of wind.




we clipped along just less than
90 degrees off the apparent
wind. The mainsheet controls
mounted along the side supports
of the arch are surprisingly con-
venient to use from the helm.
The steering console—you can't
really call it a pedestal—sup-
ports a grabrail and fold-out
table. A clever hinged helms-
man’s seat opens to the transom.
The direct drive steering system
from Lewmar is designed for low
maintenance and offers a nice
touch as well. The cockpit is tidy
and has a feeling of spacious-
ness. Thisis created by the arch,
which also houses the mainsheet
traveler and controls and the
B&R rig that eliminates the
backstay. Handy seats tucked
into the stern pulpit offer a nice
perch while under way. The port
side locker is huge, a folded
inflatable and an asymmetrical
chute will both fit if carefully
folded. Halyard stowage wells
keep stray lines out of sight.

Giving up the wheel, | made
my way forward. The molded
nonskid provides good traction
and there are stainless grab rails
on the aft end of the cabintrunk.
It wouldn't be a bad idea to
extend these rails a bit farther
forward. Deck hardware is top
quality with Lewmar winches,
Spinlock rope clutches and
Harken blocks. The ground tack-
le arrangement is well thought
out with a stout single roller and
deep external locker. A windlass
is optional. The stanchions are
ably supported and the double
lifelines have gates where they
attach to the arch. The robust
stainless steel arch provides a
very secure anchor point not
only for the lifelines but other
gear as well, including a bimini
top, antennas, speakers, lights
and solar panels. Skylights just
aft of the mast flood the interior
with light but make working on
the deck a bit tricky. Of course
all sail controls are led aft so at
least in theory you won't be
spending much time around the
base of the mast anyway.

The shrouds are outboard and
the chainplates are bolted through
the topsides. This placement
doesn't really impact sheeting
angles because the fractional
110-percent genoa barely over-
laps. Also, with two tracks, sheets
can be rigged both inside and out-
side the shrouds. The Seldon mast
is deck stepped and includes a
solid vang standard. The double
spreaders are swept back in clas-
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sic B&R fashion, and in practical
terms | have found this to be a
mixed blessing. Eliminating the
backstay allows for a large, pow-
erful  full roach mainsail.
However, when sailing off the
wind the main quickly lays up
against the spreaders. A long
stretch of broad reaching can
cause wear and tear on the sail.

Under sail

We brought the boat through the
wind, easily tacking through 100
degrees apparent and appreciating
the easy loads created by the frac-
tional rig and small headsail.
Hauling the jib in was a smple
affair; the winches were almost
unnecessary. | was aso impressed
with the 33's acceleration, the boat
doesn’'t take long to get up and go.
We had a reasonable sea running
but there wasn’t much tendency for
pounding. Henderson's design
objective was to produce a boat that
is both responsive and forgiving
under sail, atall order that he seems

to have achieved. The shoal-draft
bulb keel maintains avery low cen-
ter of gravity and pitching, or what
we used to call hobby-horsing, is
kept to a minimum by fine bow sec-
tions and along waterline.

After a couple of hours on the
water we reached back down the
channel and headed for the mari-
na. A swift current runs through
the basin and a crosswind made
it a bit challenging to back the
boat into the slip. After a few
tries | managed, which was more
a testament to the boat’s han-
dling than to my skills.

A direct-drive steering system is low maintenance and offers a nice touch on the wheel, top.
The 33’s cockpit appears very large thanks to the arch that houses the traveler, middle. The
spacious saloon works well on the Hunter 33.



Down below

At this point | dropped below
and closely examined the interi-
or. Theinterior plan includes two
private staterooms, a large galley
and a comfortable saloon. The
aft cabin, accessed from star-
board, is considered the master,
and with good reason. From the
perspective of this cabinit’s hard
to believe you're on a 33-foot aft
cockpit boat. The cabin includes
a large double berth, a hanging
locker and most importantly,
plenty of elbowroom. The fully
enclosed head is just forward of
the aft cabin. Fiberglass lined for
easy cleanup, the small basin is
set in a Corian countertop.

The galley is opposite the
head, immediately to port of the
companionway steps. Again, the
amount of space is impressive,
emphasized by clever features.
Plenty of counter space sur-
rounds a large single stainless
steel sink, which incidentally is
more practical than two small

The controls on the 33 are led to the cockpit so the boat can be comfortably sailed short-
handed, top. The 33’s large U-shaped galley has Corian countertops, above.

sinks. Instead of taking up space
with a full cooker, Hunter has
opted for a two-burner range top
with storage underneath. The
standard issue microwave serves
as the oven. A 12-volt front-
loading refrigerator and small
freezer frees up the large icebox

for dry storage. Hot and cold
pressure water is standard and
the 50-gallon fresh water capacity
is adequate.

The saloon includes a U-
shaped settee draped around a
large teak table to port and
straight settee to starboard. As
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noted earlier, skylights let in nat-
ural light but when you want pri-
vacy, they’'re quickly closed off
with accordion shades.
Ventilation is provided by three
overhead hatches and two open-
ing portlights. A few 12-volt fans
will be a necessity for hot sum-
mer nights. The dinette converts
to a double berth while the foot of
the starboard settee serves as the
seat for the small, aft facing chart
table. The AC/DC electrical panel
is located here, as well as open
panels for radios and repeaters.
AC plugs are located in each
cabin and a 30-amp battery charg-
er is standard. The forward state-
room also features a large double
berth and full hanging locker.

The Hunter 33, with its
impressive design features,
upgraded quality construction,
brand name hardware and com-
prehensive standard gear pack-
age, is sure to become another
bestseller for one of America’s
most consistent builders.
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